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Letter from the Editor: 
 
“The best way to find yourself is to 
lose yourself in the service of others.” 
Mahatma Gandhi 
 
Can we talk about service for a moment? 
I need to honor the dedicated service 
shown this Sunday by those 18 Fire 
Departments that came from far & wide 
to assist South Londonderry’s Champion 
Fire Department in a long, cold, 
exhausting battle with a terrible barn fire 
on Sunday.  Londonderry’s Phoenix Fire 
Department was right there with them 
waging war for 7 plus hours on the three 
alarm fire.  The only word that came to 
mind was – HEROES.  Interior fire 
fighters and fighters on the tower looked 
like something out of frozen.  They were 
covered in a white glaze of ice as they 
sprayed water and foam hour after hour.  
Others waited patiently in their tankers, 
drove up, transferred their water, and 
rolled on thru to the water supply to fill 
up and wait in line to do it all over again. 
And again.  Londonderry’s Volunteer 
Rescue Squad and Londonderry’s Road 
Foreman all were on hand for hours and 
hours to assist the fire fighters and by 
sanding the road so the fire trucks could 
get up the icy hill.   
 
These people are not paid.  Each one is a 
volunteer.  Every one of them could 
have stayed home on their couch and 

watched the telly instead.  But they 
banded together to work side by side in  
the freezing cold, soaked to the bone by 
water hoses, sliding on ice from the 
endless spraying of water, choked at 
times by smoke blown by a wind shift - 
all to help a stranger (or a friend & 
neighbor) try to save his barn and 
property.  They are heroes because they 
gave up their time with their families, 
their time to rest before another work 
week, to put themselves at great risk to 
save another.  Nobody said, “I’m cold, 
I’m tired and I’ve had enough – I’m 
going home”.  They all fought on 
together until the job was done. 
 
The power of the fire, the power of 
mother nature, water against fire, man 
against nature was an awesome thing to 
watch.  It was also a fearsome thing to 
experience.  The bravery, the calm 
collected professionals at work was just 
as impressive. Bravo! 
 
If you know somebody or meet 
somebody on the Phoenix or Champion 
fire departments or any other department 
– THANK them for their service and 
support them and their departments.  We 
can’t afford to lose them or their service.  
I hope they know they are appreciated 
and valued. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Darcy Duval 
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Champion Fire Department, SOLO 
 
The Champion Fire Dept of South 
Londonderry would like to thank the 18 
Fire Departments, firemen and women 
who came last Sunday to assist with the 
barn fire in South Londonderry.  The 
structure was saved thanks to the efforts 
put forth by all.  Thanks to Duane Hart 
for sanding, the LVRS for standing by in 
case of emergency and to Stratton for 
bringing the tower to give upper access 
to the tin roof that was masking the fire 
underneath. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Stratton’s Tower 

 
 
J.Wiley running the water & hoses 

 
 
Asst Fire Chief Duda 
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THANK YOU THRIFTY ATTIC 
We would like to thank The Thrifty Attic for 
their recent donation to Neighborhood 
Connections. This grant is intended for our 
Senior Wellness program and will enable us 
to provide senior citizens in our community 
with a range of services including case 
management, health education, social 
support programs and other interventions 
designed to assist individuals to remain 
independent and in their own homes. 
 
We greatly appreciate the very valuable 
community service Thrifty Attic and its 
volunteers provide to our community – it is 
wonderful to have them as a partner and 
resource in assisting our neighbors in need.  
Their help is essential to so many of us 
working to ensure a strong and thriving 
community.  
 
Neighborhood Connections strives to create 
a “virtuous circle”, mobilizing resources in 
the community (volunteer partner 
organizations, local government, 
entrepreneurs, nonprofit service agencies, 
private practitioners and volunteers) and 
serving as a platform to address service gaps 
and needs on both an individual and 
community-wide basis.  As a result our 
neighbors are able to improve their health 
and wellbeing and be productive and 
supportive members of our community.   
 
Sincerely, 
Tom Dougherty 
Executive Director 
Neighborhood Connections 
 
 

 
HEALTHY BODY: BOOST 
HEALING AND FEEL BETTER 
USING ESSENTIAL 
OILS    Thursday, February 18th @ 
1pm 
Gail Mann is back and will discuss how 
to use essential oils and aromatherapy to 
improve your physical and emotional 
well-being. This is the second lecture in 
her series of three she will be presenting 
at Neighborhood Connections. She will 
talk about how you can use essential oils 
to calm the nervous system and boost 
your immune system. 
 
 
AARP FREE TAX PROGRAM every 
Wednesday beginning Feb 3rd through 
April 6th 
Two IRS trained and certified tax reps 
will be coming to Neighborhood 
Connections from 12 noon to 5pm to 
prepare tax returns. Call 824-4343 to 
schedule an appointment to have your 
taxes prepared.......there is no charge for 
this service. 
 
 
March 14th All Day 
Eligible for Medicare? 
 
Marguerite Mason, a Medicare 
Insurance Expert, (who is here Feb 8th 
but already fully booked) will be here 
again on March 14th to assist individuals 
new to Medicare. She will answer all 
your questions and help you enroll. If 
you will be turning 65 this year, call to 
make a free private appt with 
Marguerite a month or two before you 
are eligible. Call us here at 824-4343. 
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SOUTH LONDONDERRY FREE 
LIBRARY 

  
During the months of February and March 
the artwork of Christine Mix will be on 
display in the Janeway Wing of the library. 
Chris’s illustrations and prints of her flights 
of fantasy would be a fun compliment to any 
children’s room. Chris has been a 
hardworking artist-illustrator for many years 
and often teaches creative techniques for 
children and adults. 
  
On Saturday, February 6th at 10:30 Casey 
Junker Bailey will be celebrating 
Valentine’s Day with children of all ages. 
Everyone is invited to make one of a kind 
Valentines using a variety of materials 
including hand-dyed papers, lace, ribbons 
and vintage ephemera.  
This program is a little early because 
Valentine’s Day falls on a Sunday this year. 
Children will have time to craft their cards 
to give to schoolmates before that weekend. 
  
The library has been continuing the process 
of bar-coding every book in the collection. 
To date over 3,000 books have been done – 
all of Adult Fiction and most of Juvenile 
picture books. Many thanks to out to Martha 
Dale, Helen Hamman, Peter Isakson, Marge 
Malko, Jan Gordon and BJ Davis for helping 
out with this project. If there is anyone else 
in town that would like to get involved with 
doing this, your time would be most 
appreciated. 
  
Library Hours are: Mon, Wed & Fri–  
10 am to noon and 1 to 5 pm.  
We are also open Wednesday evenings from 
7 to 9 pm (come over and Sit & Knit with 
Carol) and on Saturdays we are open from 
10 am to 1 pm. 
  
See you at the library! 
Mary K. Butera 
 
 

 

TOWN MEETING 

The last day to register to vote before 
Town Meeting and the Presidential 
Primary is February 24, 2016 at 5:00 

MEET THE CANDIDATES NIGHT 
will be February 9, 2016 at the 
Twitchell Building at 7PM. 

Town Meeting  –  Tuesday March 1st 
at the Old Town Hall, 139 Middletown 
Rd. 9:30am.  The polls will be open 
from 7AM to 7PM at the same location.  

Early and absentee ballots for the 
Presidential Primary are now available at 
the Town Clerk’s Office. To request a 
ballot or register to vote you can stop by, 
email or call the clerk’s office during 
business hours. You may also use the 
new My Vote Page 
https://mvp.sec.state.vt.us/ to register to 
vote or request your absentee ballot. 
Links to this site may also be found on 
the Town of Londonderry website. 

 

POLICING IN LONDONDERRY? 

The Town of Londonderry’s Ad Hoc 
Policing Committee’s Report and 
Recommendations were adopted by the 
Select Board at their November 2, 2015 
meeting.  There will be two community 
informational meetings to answer 
questions. The first is February 9, 2016 
at 7 pm at the Twitchell Building and 
will be combined with the annual Meet 
the Candidates Night. The second 
meeting will be February 25, 2016 at 7 
pm at the Twitchell Building. 

https://mvp.sec.state.vt.us/�


The Londonderry Monthly 

 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Londonderry Monthly 

 6 

  

 
 



The Londonderry Monthly 

 7 

The Londonderry Historical Society, The Weston Historical 
Society and 

The Friends of the West River Trail present: 

Hallelujah  
the Hills 

 

“The funniest comedy 
you’ve never seen”      

Chicago Tribune 
 

 
 

Hallelujah the Hills is a zany, indie comedy shot locally 
(South Londonderry) in 1963, with several local residents as 
extras.  It received accolades at film festivals (Cannes, New 
York) but was very rarely shown in theaters. 
 

Thursday, March 10 
7:00 PM 

The South Londonderry Depot 
 

Light refreshments ● Donations Appreciated 
Doors Open at 6:30 PM 
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Welcome to South Londonderry! 
Champion #5 Fire Department 
welcomed the town’s new Smiel Fire 
Truck with a wash at the town garage.   
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GNAT TV NEEDS 
VIDEOGRAPHER GNAT-TV is 
seeking a part-time as needed 
videographer to film Select Board and 
School Board meetings in Londonderry, 
Weston, and Winhall. Meetings typically 
take place on Monday, Tuesday or 
Wednesday evenings. The position is 
paid and training is available. Candidates 
must have transportation. This is a part 
time, as needed, paid position. For more 
information, contact Hoss Wuerslin at 
GNAT-TV.  Call 802-362-7070, or 
email him at: hoss@gnat-tv.org. 
 
********************************* 
Bone Builders meet FREE at the 
Twitchell Bldg every Monday and 
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.  
 

************************************ 
 

 

 

 

 

Article Submission Information  If your group 
or organization has community news to share, 
and you would like to submit an article to The 
Monthly for publication, please contact us via 
email at derrynews@aol.com.  For your 
reference, our article submission deadline is the 
23rd of each month.  Due to space limitations it is 
up to our discretion to edit any and all 
submissions and/or reject submissions.  The 
articles and information enclosed do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions or policies of the 
Town of Londonderry or its board members 

***************************************. 

TOWN EMAIL LIST  The town has 
established an Email/distribution list to 
send important and emergency 
information to town residents and 
property owners. If you have not 
submitted your email address, please 
consider doing so. Your information will 
not be shared with anyone. Call the town 
office at 824-3356 or email to 
londontown@vermontel.net. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

tel:802-362-7070�
mailto:hoss@gnat-tv.org�
mailto:derrynews@aol.com�
mailto:londontown@vermontel.net�
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Volunteers 

 
 Needed  

Londonderry Volunteer Rescue Squad (LVRS) 
Is looking for Volunteers for a one day project! 

 
 
When: Sunday, February 7, 2016.   
Time:   10 a.m. to noon  
Where: LVRS is located on Route 100 North of the blinking light in 
Londonderry - approximately 1/3 mile north of the intersection of 
Routes 100 and 11.  
Project Details: Volunteers are needed to help label and stuff 7,000 
letters for the rescue squad’s annual benefit and fundraiser.  Come 
for an hour or two, or plan to stay for lunch.  Lunch, snacks and good 
company will be provided.  Come one, come all – join us for good 
cheer and conversation. Volunteers of all ages are welcome!  
LVRS serves the tri-mountain towns of Bondville, Jamaica, 
Landgrove, Londonderry, Peru, South Londonderry, Stratton, 
Weston, Windham, and Winhall.  The funds raised by this Benefit will 
cover the squad’s day-to-day operating expenses, training, 
ambulance maintenance and replacement, and the purchase of 
equipment and supplies.   
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Time to Renew Your  
DOG LICENSE 

 
 
 
 
  

  
 
 

Visit Your Town Clerk with an updated 
Rabies Certificate 

 
 
 

Due 

April 1st 

2016 

2016 
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The Valentines Dance at Magic Mountain, Saturday Feb 13th 

HAS BEEN CANCELED. 
Events at Pingree Park during the summer are currently in the works to use the newly 

installed power and start using the fabulous new Park. 
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